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Readings for Marriage Ceremonies 

This list of popular non-religious wedding ceremony readings as 
well as common bible readings will help you to choose one or 
more that you might want to include in your ceremony. 

But first, why would you want to have any readings during your 
ceremony? 

Readings can serve a number of purposes. They can be used to 
include a family member or friend in the ceremony. A humourous 
reading at the beginning can set the tone for the ceremony and 
the rest of the celebration.  

Readings are also used to have a ceremony length that has your 
guests satisfied that it was neither too long or too short.  

If the family on one side is very religious, a bible reading will help 
include faith into the ceremony. 

Who can do the readings? 

Anyone can, children to grandparents or friends can play a part in 
the ceremony by doing a reading. Religious readings cannot be 
performed by the marriage commissioner and must be read by a 
family member or guest as the marriage commissioner cannot be 
seen to have a particular religious affiliation. 
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List of Non-Religious Wedding Ceremony Readings 

Page Reading 

6.  A Lovely Love Story 
7.  Traditional Irish Blessing 
8.  Apache Wedding Blessing 
9.  Blessing For A Marriage 
10.  Marriage Joins Two People in the Circle of Its Love 
11.  Blessing of the Hands 
12.  What Is Love 
13.  Excerpt from The Bridge Across Forever 
14.  Union 
15.  To Love Is Not To Possess 
16.  Excerpt From The Velveteen Rabbit 
17.  Falling In Love Is Like Owning A Dog 
 

 

List of Religious Wedding Ceremony Readings 

 

18.  1 Corinthians 13 
19.  Ecclesiastes: 4:9-12 
20.  Genesis 2:24-28 
21.  Mark 10:6-9 
22.  Unknown Christian Reading 
23.  Wedding Prayer 
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A Lovely Love Story  

by Edward Monkton 

The fierce Dinosaur was trapped inside his cage of ice. Although it was cold he was 
happy in there. It was, after all, his cage. 

Then along came the Lovely Other Dinosaur. 
The Lovely Other Dinosaur melted the Dinosaur’s cage with kind words and loving 
thoughts. 

I like this Dinosaur thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur. 
Although he is fierce he is also tender and he is funny. 
He is also quite clever though I will not tell him this for now. 

I like this Lovely Other Dinosaur, thought the Dinosaur. She is beautiful and she is 
different and she smells so nice. 
She is also a free spirit which is a quality I much admire in a dinosaur. 

But he can be so distant and so peculiar at times, thought the Lovely Other 
Dinosaur. 
He is also overly fond of things. 
Are all Dinosaurs so overly fond of things? 

But her mind skips from here to there so quickly thought the Dinosaur. She is also 
uncommonly keen on shopping. 
Are all Lovely Other Dinosaurs so uncommonly keen on shopping? 

I will forgive his peculiarity and his concern for things, thought the Lovely Other 
Dinosaur. For they are part of what makes him a richly charactered individual. 

I will forgive her skipping mind and her fondness for shopping, thought the Dinosaur. 
For she fills our life with beautiful thoughts and wonderful surprises. Besides, I am 
not unkeen on shopping either. 

Now the Dinosaur and the Lovely Other Dinosaur are old. 
Look at them. 
Together they stand on the hill telling each other stories and feeling the warmth of 
the sun on their backs. 

And that, my friends, is how it is with love. 
Let us all be Dinosaurs and Lovely Other Dinosaurs together. 
For the sun is warm. 
And the world is a beautiful place. 
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Traditional Irish Blessing 

May the raindrops fall lightly on your brow 

May the soft winds freshen your spirit 

May the sunshine brighten your heart 

May the burdens of the day rest lightly upon you 

And may God enfold you in the mantle of His love. 

May the road rise to meet you 

May the wind be always at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face 

and the rain fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again my friend 

May God hold you in the palm of his hand 

May God be with you and bless you 

May you see your children’s children 

May you be poor in misfortunes and rich in Blessings 

May you know nothing but happiness 

from this day forward 

May green be the grass you walk on 

May blue be the skies above you, 

And from this day forward. 

May the joys of today 

Be those of tomorrow. 
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Apache Wedding Blessing 

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.  

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.  

Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the 
other.  

Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you.  

May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the 
years, may happiness be your companion and your days together be good 
and long upon the earth. 

Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often 
of what brought you together.  

Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that 
your connection deserves.  

When frustration, difficulty and fear assail your relationship – as they 
threaten all relationships at one time or another – remember to focus on 
what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong.  

In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the 
sun in your lives – remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a 
moment, the sun is still there.  

And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it 
will be marked by abundance and delight. 
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Blessing for a Marriage  

by James Dillet Freeman 

May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage 
should bring, and may life grant you also patience, tolerance, and 
understanding.  

May you always need one another – not so much to fill your emptiness as 
to help you to know your fullness.  

A mountain needs a valley to be complete; the valley does not make the 
mountain less, but more; and the valley is more a valley because it has a 
mountain towering over it. So let it be with you and you.  

May you need one another, but not out of weakness.  

May you want one another, but not out of lack.  

May you entice one another, but not compel one another.  

May you embrace one another, but not out encircle one another.  

May you succeed in all important ways with one another, and not fail in the 
little graces.  

May you look for things to praise, often say, “I love you!” and take no notice 
of small faults.  

If you have quarrels that push you apart, may both of you hope to have 
good sense enough to take the first step back.  

May you enter into the mystery which is the awareness of one another’s 
presence – no more physical than spiritual, warm and near when you are 
side by side, and warm and near when you are in separate rooms or even 
distant cities.  

May you have happiness, and may you find it making one another 
happy. May you have love, and may you find it loving one another. 
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Marriage Joins Two People in the Circle of Its Love 

by Edmund O’Neil 

Marriage is a commitment to life, the best that two people can find and 
bring out in each other.  

It offers opportunities for sharing and growth that no other relationship can 
equal.  

It is a physical and an emotional joining that is promised for a lifetime.  

Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life’s most 
important relationships.  

A wife and a husband are each other’s best friend, confidant, lover, 
teacher, listener, and critic.  

And there may come times when one partner is heartbroken or ailing, and 
the love of the other may resemble the tender caring of a parent for a child.  

Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life.  

Happiness is fuller, memories are fresher, commitment is stronger, even 
anger is felt more strongly, and passes away more quickly.  

Marriage understands and forgives the mistakes life is unable to avoid. It 
encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences, and new ways of 
expressing a love that is deeper than life.   

When two people pledge their love and care for each other in marriage, 
they create a spirit unique unto themselves which binds them closer than 
any spoken or written words.  

Marriage is a promise, a potential made in the hearts of two people who 
love each other and takes a lifetime to fulfill. 
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Blessing of the Hands  

by Unknown 

These are the hands of your partner, young and strong and full of love, 
holding your hands as you promise to love each other today, tomorrow, and 
forever.  

These are the hands that will work alongside yours as together you build 
your future.  

These are the hands that will hold you and comfort you in grief and 
uncertainty.  

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your 
eyes, tears of sorrow and joy.  

These are the hands that will hold your family as one.  

These are the hands that will give you strength.  

And these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged, will still be 
reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just 
a touch. 
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What is Love  

by Unknown 

Sooner or later we begin to understand that love is more than verses on 
valentines and romance in the movies.  

We begin to know that love is here and now, real and true, the most 
important thing in our lives.  

For love is the creator of our favorite memories and the foundation of our 
fondest dreams.  

Love is a promise that is always kept, a fortune that can never be spent, a 
seed that can flourish in even the most unlikely of places.  

And this radiance that never fades, this mysterious and magical joy, is the 
greatest treasure of all – one known only by those who love. 
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Excerpt from The Bridge Across Forever  

by Richard Bach 

A soulmate is someone who has locks that fit our keys, and keys to fit our 
locks.  

When we feel safe enough to open the locks, our truest selves step out and 
we can be completely and honestly who we are; we can be loved for who 
we are and not for who we’re pretending to be.  

Each unveils the best part of the other.  

No matter what else goes wrong around us, with that one person we’re 
safe in our own paradise.  

Our soulmate is someone who shares our deepest longings, our sense of 
direction.  

When we’re two balloons, and together our direction is up, chances are 
we’ve found the right person.  

Our soulmate is the one who makes life come to life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	 14	

From “Union” 

by Robert Fulghum 

“You have known each other from the first glance of acquaintance to this 
point of commitment.  

At some point, you decided to marry.  

From that moment of yes to this moment of yes, indeed, you have been 
making promises and agreements in an informal way.  

All those conversations that were held riding in a car or over a meal or 
during long walks – all those sentences that began with “When we’re 
married” and continued with “I will and you will and we will”- those late night 
talks that included “someday” and “somehow” and “maybe”- and all those 
promises that are unspoken matters of the heart.  

All these common things, and more, are the real process of a wedding.  

The symbolic vows that you are about to make are a way of saying to one 
another, “ You know all those things we’ve promised and hoped and 
dreamed- well, I meant it all, every word.”  

Look at one another and remember this moment in time.  

Before this moment you have been many things to one another- 
acquaintance, friend, companion, lover, dancing partner, and even teacher, 
for you have learned much from one another in these last few years.  

Now you shall say a few words that take you across a threshold of life, and 
things will never quite be the same between you.  

For after these vows, you shall say to the world, this- is my husband, this- 
is my wife ” 
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To Love is Not to Possess  

by James Kavanaugh 

To love is not to possess, 

To own or imprison, 

Nor to lose one’s self in another. 

Love is to join and separate 

To walk alone and together, 

To find a laughing freedom 

That lonely isolation does not permit. 

It is finally to be able to be who really are 

No longer clinging in childish dependency 

Nor docilely living separate lives in silence, 

It is to be perfectly one’s self 

And perfectly joined in permanent commitment 

To another- and to one’s inner self. 

Love only endures when it moves like waves, 

Receding and returning gently or passionately 

Or moving lovingly like the tide 

In the moon’s own predictable harmony 

Because finally, despite a child’s scars 

Or an adult’s deepest wounds 

They are openly free to be who they really are- and always secretly were, 

In the very core of their being 

Where true and lasting love can alone abide. 
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Excerpt from the Velveteen Rabbit 

by Margery Williams 

“What is REAL?” asked the Rabbit one day, when they were lying side by 
side near the nursery fender, before Nana came to tidy the room. “Does it 
mean having things that buzz inside you and a stick-out handle?” 

“Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse. “It’s a thing that 
happens to you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just to 
play with, but Really loves you, then you become Real.” 

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit. 

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. “When you 
are Real you don’t mind being hurt.” 

“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” he asked, “or bit by bit?” 

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. “You become. It takes 
a long time. That’s why it doesn’t happen often to people who break easily, 
or have sharp edges, or who have to be carefully kept.  

Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, 
and your eyes drop out and you get all loose in the joints and very shabby.  

But these things don’t matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t 
be ugly, except to people who don’t understand.” 
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Falling in Love is Like Owning a Dog 

by Taylor Mali 

On cold winter nights, love is warm. 

It lies between you and lives and breathes and makes funny noises. 

Love can wake you up all hours of the night with its needs. 

Love can give you a sense of security: 

When you’re walking down the street late at night and you have a leash on love, ain’t no one gonna mess 
with you. 

Love needs to be fed so it will grow and stay healthy. 

Love does not like being left alone for long. 

But come home and love is always happy to see you. 

Love may break a few things accidentally in its passion for life, but you can never be mad at love for long. 

Love leaves you little surprises here and there. 

Love makes messes. 

Sometimes you just want to get love fixed. 

Sometimes you want to roll up a piece of newspaper and swat love on the nose, 

But then love gives you big kisses, 

And you laugh at the little things. 

Sometimes love just wants to play. 

Running you around the block, leaving you panting. 

It pulls you in several different directions at once, or winds around and around you, until you’re all wound 
up and can’t move. 

And love brings you together. 

People who have nothing in common but love stop and talk and greet each other on the street. 

Most importantly, love needs love, and lots of it. 

And in return, love loves you and loves you and never stops. 
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1 Corinthians: 13 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only 
a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  

If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing.  

If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but 
have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind.  

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
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Ecclesiastes: 4:9-12 

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their toil.  

For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him who is alone when 
he falls and has not another to lift him up.  

Again, if two lie together, they are warm; but how can one be warm alone?  

And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will 
withstand him. 
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Genesis 2:24-28 

The Lord God said:  

“It is not good for the man to be alone.  

I will make a suitable partner for him.”  

So the Lord God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various 
birds of the air, and he brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them; whatever the man called each of them would be its name.  

The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all the wild 
animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for the man. 

So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, 
he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  

The Lord God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the 
man.  

When he brought her to the man, the man said: 

“This one, at last, is bone of my bones 

and flesh of my flesh; 

This one shall be called ‘woman,’ 

For out of ‘her man’ this one has been taken.” 

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and 
the two of them become one body. 
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Mark 10:6-9 

From the beginning of creation God made them male and female.  

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his 
wife; and they shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one 
flesh.  

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
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Unknown Christian Reading 

Everyone longs to give themselves completely to someone, to have a deep soul 
relationship with another, to be loved thoroughly and exclusively. 

But God, to the Christians says, “No, not until you are satisfied, fulfilled and 
content with being loved by Me alone, with giving yourself totally and unreserved 
to Me, with having an intensely personal and unique relationship with Me alone; 
discovering that only in Me is your satisfaction to be found, will you be capable of 
the perfect human relationship that I have planned for you.” 

You will never be united with another until you are united with Me, exclusively of 
anyone or anything else, exclusively of any other desire or longing. 

I want you to stop planning, stop wishing, and allow me to give you the most 
thrilling plan existing, one that you can not imagine. I want you to have the best. 
Please allow me to bring it to you. You keep watching Me, expecting the greatest 
things. Keep experiencing and learning the things I tell you… You just have to 
wait. That’s all. 

Don’t be anxious. Don’t worry. Don’t look around at the things others have gotten 
or that I’ve given them. Don’t look around at the things you think you want. You 
just keep looking off and up to Me, or you will miss what I want to show you. 

And then…when you are ready, I’ll surprise you with a love far more wonderful 
than any other that you would dream of. 

You see, until you are ready and until the one I have for you is ready, I am 
working even at this moment to have both of you ready at the same time, until 
you are both satisfied exclusively with Me and the life I prepared for you, you 
won’t be able to experience the Love that exemplifies your relationship with Me 
and this perfect Love. 

Dear one, I want you to have this wonderful love. I want you to see in the flesh, a 
picture of your relationship with Me, and to enjoy materially and concretely the 
everlasting union of beauty, and perfection, and Love that I offer you with Myself. 

Know that I love you utterly. 

I am God. Believe and be satisfied. 
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Wedding Prayer 

by Robert Louis Stevenson 

Lord, behold our family here assembled. 

We thank you for this place in which we dwell, 

for the love that unites us, 

for the peace accorded us this day, 

for the hope with which we expect the morrow, 

for the health, the work, the food, 

and the bright skies that make our lives delightful; 

for our friends in all parts of the earth. 

Amen. 

 


